
SAN JUAN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 
MINUTES 

 
October 6th, 2020 
 
CALLED TO ORDER: The October 6, 2020 regular meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by 
Heather Taylor, CAC Chairperson.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Heather Taylor, Tina Cooper, Kimber Rice, Melissa Horne, Lana Wong, 
Lacy Bauer, and Julia Nattkemper.  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Pat Friesen, Javier Duran, Jacqueline Shields, and Alexis Brache. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT/BOARD LIAISON UPDATE:Zima Creason, School Board Clerk provided a 
brief message expressing support for and appreciation of the CAC Chairperson, Heather Taylor, 
and the CAC.  

Dr. Debra Calvin, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, discussed updates 
for the implementation of in-person services for the special education population since 
Sacramento County’s health level has recently changed to “red”.  Dr. Calvin shared that during 
the bi-monthly Special Education Department parent-guardian check-in meetings, progress 
updates were shared with the community. Check-in meetings are offered twice monthly with one 
morning and one evening session.  In-person assessments have resumed in and 
moderate/severe cohort return interest surveys were collected for staff and families.  
Heather Taylor asked about assessments, if initial or ongoing assessments are available.  Dr. 
Calvin expressed that initial assessments will take priority, but to contact your IEP team if 
assessment is needed.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Wendy Quinn spoke regarding SPAC, stating it was a very good meeting. She 
expressed she was happy to see a Special Education presentation at SPAC and commented 
that CAC had a SPAC representative in the past and was unsure if that would continue.  

Fernando Siordia asked when the children are supposed to attend school in-person.  
 
DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE: Vanessa Adolphson, the Director of Special Education, shared 
information about the Special Education’s “Meet the Team” Family Check-In Zoom meetings 
that are hosted by administration and staff bi-monthly. Common questions at these meetings 
include: 

●  Questions regarding assessments 
● If CAC and IEPs will continue to be conducted via Zoom in the future when in-person 

meetings are resumed 
● The district and department’s return plan for mod/severe students and staffing 



● Technology frustrations 
○ The Special Education Department is working with sites to support technology, 

but families should contact the Special Education Department if there are further 
issues.  Director Vanessa Adolphson expressed that communication to school 
sites is improving. 

● Social-Emotional health and well-being of students during distance learning 
● Progress reports 
● And individual academic success and struggles 

○ High School Math placement being a highly reported area of difficulty during this 
period of time.  

Director Vanessa Adolphson reminded everyone  that the SELPA Local Plan is available 
on the Special Education Department website. The plan was submitted to CDE in June and 
approved. There will be a review for CAC in December and again in May for approval.  
 
MEMBER COMMENT: Heather Taylor asked about how to best communicate with the Special 
Education Department and staff regarding parent concerns and questions.  Director Vanessa 
Adolphson provided directions on how to navigate the Department’s website. 

1. Visit https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/292#calendar80860/20201009/month  
2. Scroll to the bottom of the webpage 
3. Under “Department Contacts” locate your desired staff member you would like to 

contact (Program Specialist, Administrator, or Department Staff Member) 
4. Click their name.  An email dialogue box should pop-up with their email address 

already plugged in. 
Melissa Horne commented that the staff did a good job with the Meet the Team 

meetings. 
Kimber Rice stated concerns about the previously submitted SELPA Local Plan and 

possible corrections with CDE about her name mistakenly listed on Page A-4 as a participant 
who collaborated in the development of all sections of the Local Plan.  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  No public or member comments were made following the presentation of 
the Director’s Message. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION: Tracie Locke, Lead Counselor at San Juan High School, and 
Stacy Ahrens, Interim Assistant Director for Special Education, presented a PowerPoint on 
graduation requirements and alternative educational career plans. 

Presenters shared that it is ideal to put all pieces in the right place and have 
requirements met to have the most options moving forward towards future goals. Naviance is an 
online program used as a course planner tool, as well as paper and pencil methods with school 
counselors. IEP meetings are good times to look at plans. It is encouraged that counselors are 
invited to review transcripts and support the planning for diploma or certificate of completion 
plans for students. Course study should follow individualized student needs. It was pointed out 
that a diploma is an exit point from San Juan Unified programs, while a Certificate of Completion 
means transitional supports are available. The process is very individualized and should include 

https://www.sanjuan.edu/Page/292#calendar80860/20201009/month


the case manager, family, student, and counselor throughout the planning process. It should be 
student-driven conversations encouraged to explore options and choices. This year's 
Sophomores will follow the newly elevated College and Career requirements for graduation. 
Graduation requirements are determined through credits by course and grade received in each 
course. More information is available at www.sanjuan.edu/collegecareer.  Families and staff are 
encouraged to reach out to the presenters and contact information was included in the 
presentation materials.  
 
MEMBER COMMENTS:  Lana Wong asked if there were counselors to share college programs 
for students who are differently-abled, or training for counselors to support these students.  Ms. 
Wong expressed the need to help families understand how to apply for this process and 
connect with other students to learn from their experiences as mentors.  

Tracie Lock described a virtual college website, with a page for search tools. Think 
College was added to support students with disabilities as a search tool.  

Tina Cooper asked about inviting counselors to IEP meetings, if it was an automatic 
involvement or if parents need to be proactive and know to invite a counselor.  

Kimber Rice shared information about the State of the Art Conference, an inclusive 
college fair. Kimber also expressed that the sharing of Think College by school counselors could 
help bridge the gap for parents.  

Tracie Lock acknowledged there is room for growth and Stacey Ahrens followed up by 
saying that there may be in-service training for staff in the future.  

Heather Taylor asked about charter schools, if they have different graduation 
requirements.  

Tracie Locke stated it varies by type of charter and counselors in general provide SEL 
short-term counseling support as well as career planning. Tracie shared that Career Technical 
Education (CTE) programs are available for students as well in high school.  

Lana Wong asked about support for families navigating different options and resources, 
what services are available, how, and when families may explore pathways to diploma or 
certificate of completion.  

Kimber Rice echoed concerns for family engagement, advertising, and support for 
knowing options and having an equitable opportunity to college and career support.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Wendy Quinn asked about coding for Special Education classes 
restricting access to 4 year colleges.  

Mary Smith asked if High School counselors are trained in the certificate track for special 
education. If counselors are part of the IEP team, or if parents must request for them to attend 
an IEP. They also inquired about follow-up for the CAC membership application.  

Kevin & Nancy Jaeger asked if there was a counselor dedicated to Special Education in 
the district to support post-secondary pathways. The Jaeger family expressed concerns that 
post-secondary pathways are not being supported for students with disabilities.  
 

http://www.sanjuan.edu/collegecareer


COMMITTEE BUSINESS: Heather Taylor asked for follow-up regarding You Light the Way 
Committee sign-ups from the previous meeting. Kimber Rice will act as committee chair to begin 
planning with volunteers and report back at future meetings.  

Discussion on possible Legislative Day Committee. 
Melissa Horne stated Legislative Day in May of this year was cancelled due to 

COVID-19.  It was suggested a one-page document be created to support legislative advocacy 
from our district.  

Heather Taylor asked about the impact of CAC involvement in Legislative Day on local 
needs vs. regional and asked how members felt we should best be involved.  

Kimber Rice suggested that district data be shared in the one-pager and families can 
share the impact of legislation for a personal approach.  

Heather Taylor inquired if CAC recommendations for Legislative Day should be part of a 
presentation to the school board.  

Tina Cooper asked about legislative information and who would collect for the CAC to 
discuss. 

Director Vanessa Adolphson suggested details be worked out in a Legislative Day 
Committee.  

Kimber Rice discussed formation of a Nomination Committee per CAC bylaws to review 
the membership application process, diversity of representation, and CAC bylaws.  

Tina Cooper suggested the CAC be representative of the various programs students 
participate in throughout the district, such as mod/severe, ILS, resource, charter, etc.  

 
CONSENT/ACTION ITEMS: 

1. A motion was put to committee by Melissa Horne to review CAC Bylaws. 
a. Heather Taylor confirmed the motion to committee. The motion was moved by 

Melissa Horne, seconded by Kimber Rice, that the CAC bylaws be reviewed. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

2. Kimber Rice suggested a review of the CAC website and mission statement. Melissa 
Horne revised the motion to include review of the website and mission statement. 

a. This motion was seconded by Heather Taylor second. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

3. Approval of Minutes: 
a. Moved by Lacy Bauer, seconded by Heather Taylor, that the minutes of the 

September regular meeting be approved. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Wendy Quinn commented on Legislative Action Day, as one of the largest SELPAs, the 
organization of a committee will support efforts for involvement in this event. Wendy also 
referenced membership and bylaw concerns.  

Dawn Barnard-Dingman asked when a participant could provide a comment or ask a 
question not related to agenda items and if return to in-person school would include the 
workability program. 

 



FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
1. CAC Bylaw Review 
2. SELPA Local Plan Review 
3. LCAP/LCP Plan Review 
4. SPAC Representation 
5. Parliamentarian Nominations 
6. Committee Reports: 

a. You Light the Way 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Concerns about the webinar’s accessibility and leaving the chat feature 
on for public comment were raised. 

Melissa Horne also asked for clarification for the committee on members replying briefly 
to public comment on agenda items.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, the meeting was motioned to be adjourned.  
Moved by Heather Taylor, seconded by Melissa Horne. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:34pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
___________________________ ____________________________ 
Heather Taylor, Chairperson Kimber Rice, Secretary 
 
 
Approved:__________________ 
 
 


